Lord Why My life Is Difficult (Part 1)
(The Lord’s Training Ground)
“Therefore the Lord was angry and said, “Because this nation has violated the covenant that I laid down for their forefathers and has not listened to me, I will no longer drive out before them any of the nations Joshua left when he died. I will use them to test my people and see whether they  will  keep  the way of the Lord and  walk  in  it as their forefathers did.” (Judges2:20-22)
“Lord why do you allow obstacles, problems, and oppositions come on our ways? “We keep on praying, “and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil one” (Matthew 6:13) But still God allows temptations and trials to come and enter our lives. Our walk with the Lord, believing on Christ Jesus and accepting Him as Lord and Saviour, will not prohibit difficult occasions from crossing our lives. But our direct and true relationship with God our Father will enable us to pass those hard moments with victory.

The chosen passage from the book of Judges speaks about a period the people of God were already in the promise land that God gave them but still facing threats and dangers from the previous inhabitants of the land. They were in a place flowing with milk and honey but why they lived in difficulty? Why difficulties come over our lives?
1- To bring people and sinners back to God: The chosen people when they reached the Promised Land, they neglected God who brought them out from slavery. They violated the covenant that was laid down for their forefathers; “You  shall  not  make  a  covenant  with  the  people  of  this  land.” (Judges  2:2)  But while they possess the land they did not drive out the inhabitants but they tolerated to live with them, doing their practices and even allowed their children to intermarriage. In the parable of the lost son that Jesus spoke in Luke 15:11-24 (please read from your Bible) God allowed a severe famine in that country where the son is living so that he will go back to his father and say: “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am not worthy to be called your son.” God is doing the same to the people who forsake Him and exchange Him to other gods and continue to live in sin. He allows difficulties to bring them into repentance that they would leave their sins and turn back to God the Father through Jesus Christ.

2- To discipline God’s children to listen to Him: The Lord told His people,

‘You shall break down their altars.’ (Judges 2:2) But they did not listen and did not obey God. Instead, they followed and worshipped various gods of the

people around them. So in God’s anger, the Lord handed them over to their


enemies. ‘Now therefore I tell you that I will not drive them out before you; they will be thorns in your sides and their gods will be a snare to you.’ (Judges  2:3)  After  accepting  Jesus  as  Lord  and  Saviour  we  enter  the kingdom  of  God.  At  this  stage  the  cleansing  process  towards  reaching holiness takes place. God uses certain trials and events to mold and teach us to listen to His commands, and to cleanse and sanctify us from the dirty acts of sin. “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father?’’ (Hebrews 12:7)
3. To test the obedience and prove the faith of God’s chosen people: God did not drive out the previous inhabitants from the land but use them to test His chosen people. ‘I will use them to test my people and see whether they will keep the way of the Lord and walk in it as their forefathers did.’ (Judges 2:22) While we trust in God and claim His promises, still in certain situations we find Him asking us to do something seems strange. And when God faces us with such we say, ‘Lord, I believe in You and promise to serve You, but why I am in this situation?” Then we begin to reason with our mind. But simply God requests us to do such strange matter because He wants to test our faith and obedience to Him. Do not be amazed that a boss from  time to time is testing the loyalty of  his employees in order to see whether they are worthy with the privileges and the provisions that he wants to give. A very good example for this is the testing of Abraham’s faith. God promised Abraham that he will be a father of a great nation. “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all people on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:2-3) God gave Him Isaac at the age of 100 and his wife Sarah was 90. Then after, God asked him to sacrifice Isaac. ‘If Abraham will sacrifice  Isaac how he will become a great nation?’ It is really a strange request but God wanted to test Abraham’s obedience. “By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death.’’ (Hebrews 11:17-19)
My dear and beloved: This is just a part of knowing about having difficult life. All what we receive from God in this message is perfect and good, but more is coming up. And while we are waiting for more answers, let us pray.

My Prayer:  Father God I come before you in the name of Jesus who died on the cross for my sins to give me eternal life. Lord teaches me your ways and guides me and reveals to me the things you want me to do. Lord, uphold me with your love and grace. I commit myself to live my life for you and walk in your ways; this is my prayer in Jesus name Amen.
